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Research interest: 

I have been conducting research on host disease susceptibility genes, with a focus on understanding why some 

individuals are more severely affected by the same infectious diseases, particularly pulmonary infectious 

diseases, while others are not. To date, I have clarified the epidemiology of pulmonary NTM disease in Japan 

(Namkoong H, et al. Emerg Infect Dis. 2016) and identified the world's first disease susceptibility gene (CHP2) 

for pulmonary MAC disease by GWAS (Namkoong H, et al. Eur Respir J. 2021). Additionally, we have identified 

an Asia-specific susceptibility gene (DOCK2) for severe COVID-19 disease (Namkoong H, et al. Nature. 2022). 

My current interests are identifying disease susceptibility genes for infectious diseases and understanding its 

biological function. I am also interested in the prevalence of NTM, which is often misdiagnosed as multidrug-

resistant tuberculosis, in Africa and other TB-endemic countries. I hope to utilize my expertise to contribute to 

global health efforts in the future in this field. 
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