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Akihide Yoshimi, MD, PhD 
 

Akihide Yoshimi is the Chief of the Div. Cancer RNA Research at the National Cancer Center 

Research Institute (NCCRI), Japan, and a Visiting or Affiliated Professor at multiple leading 

academic institutions including the University of Tokyo, Keio University, and Tokyo University of 

Science. A physician-scientist with a strong interest in RNA biology, cancer genomics, and 

hematological malignancies, Dr. Yoshimi earned his MD from the University of Tokyo in 2003 and 

completed his clinical training in internal medicine and hematology at the University of Tokyo 

Hospital and NTT Medical Center Tokyo. 

He received his PhD in Medical Science from the University of Tokyo in 2011, where he 

studied transcriptional dysregulation in leukemias. He subsequently held clinical and academic 

positions at the University of Tokyo before moving to the United States for postdoctoral research 

at the Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center (MSKCC), where he served as a Visiting 

Investigator, LLS Special Fellow, and ultimately a Senior Research Scientist in the Human 

Oncology and Pathogenesis Program. 

In 2020, Dr. Yoshimi returned to Japan to establish an independent research unit at the 

National Cancer Center Research Institute (NCCRI), dedicated to elucidating the molecular 

pathogenesis of cancer through RNA regulation. Now known as the Division of Cancer RNA 

Research, his laboratory integrates cutting-edge transcriptomic technologies, RNA biology, and 

therapeutic discovery. The team is actively developing RNA-based cancer therapies, including 

anti-cancer mRNA vaccines and antisense oligonucleotide treatments. 
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Faculty of Medicine, The University of Tokyo 

 
MD 

 
04/1997 

 
03/2003 

Graduate School of Medicine, The University of Tokyo 
 
<Work History> 

PhD 04/2007 03/2011 

The University of Tokyo Hospital, Tokyo, Japan Resident 06/2003 05/2004 

The Kanto Medical Center NTT, Tokyo, Japan Resident 06/2004 03/2005 

The Kanto Medical Center NTT, Tokyo, Japan Senior Resident 04/2005 05/2006 

The University of Tokyo Hospital, Tokyo, Japan Senior Resident 06/2006 12/2007 

The University of Tokyo Hospital, Tokyo, Japan Assistant Professor 04/2011 05/2015 

Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, New York 
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, New York 
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, New York 
National Cancer Center Research Institute, Tokyo 

Visiting Investigator 
LLS Special Fellow 

Senior Research Scientist 
Section Head 

07/2015 
07/2018 
08/2018 
07/2020 

07/2018 
06/2020 
06/2020 
08/2022 

Kitasato University School of Science, Kanagawa Visiting Professor 04/2022  

National Cancer Center Research Institute, Tokyo 
Hiroshima University School of Medicine, Hiroshima 

Chief 
Visiting Professor 

09/2022 
04/2023 

 

Keio University School of Medicine, Tokyo Visiting Professor 04/2024  

Institute of Science Tokyo, Tokyo 
The University of Tokyo, Tokyo 

Collaborating Professor 
Collaborating Professor 

04/2024 
04/2025 
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Awards/Honors 

Year Award/Honor 

2009 
2011 
2011 
2012 
2013 
2015 
2016 
2017 
2018 
2019 
2020 
2020 
2020 
2021 
2022 
2022 
2022 
2023 
2024 

Research Fellowship for Young Scientists, Japan Society for the Promotion of Science 
Keystone Symposia Scholarship, Keystone Symposia 
Encouragement Award, Japanese Society of Hematology (JSH) 
Kirinji Award, 8th Young Researchers’ Meeting on Hematology 
Young Investigator Special Award, Japan Leukemia Research Fund 
Academic Encouragement Award, Japanese Cancer Association (JCA) 
Overseas Research Fellowship, Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS) 
Abstract Achievement Award, American Society of Hematology (ASH) 
Abstract Achievement Award, American Society of Hematology (ASH) 
AACR Scholar-in-Training Award, American Association for Cancer Research (AACR) 
Travel Award, FASEB Hematologic Malignancies Conference 
Year's Best, American Society of Hematology (ASH) 
LLS CDP Fellow Achievement Award, Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS) 
Takeda Science Foundation Medical Research Grant, Takeda Science Foundation 
Global Research Award, American Society of Hematology (ASH) 
Bioindustry Incentive Award, Japan Bioindustry Association (JBA) 
JCA-Mauvernay Award, Japanese Cancer Association (JCA) 
Leave a Nest Research Award - Advanced Research Promotion Division (Leave a Nest) 
Excellence Award, Japan Health Foundation 
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